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From the kennels

It has been ‘all change’ at kennels for the new
season. At the beginning of May, our new kennel
huntsman Daron Beeney and his wife Alison
moved into the Huntsman’s House, and Andrew
Hazeltine will be hunting hounds the majority of
the time as our master huntsman.

and Daron entered hunt service at 16. Before
Wales, the pair were at the Farmington Hunt Club
in Virginia. You’d struggle to find a better travelled
KH.

Since moving in, their diary has been a jam-packed
whirl of hound parades, puppy and hound shows,
Having joined us from the Llangeinor Pentyrch
grass-cutting and now, of course, hound exercise
Hunt in Mid Glamorgan, Wales, Daron and Alison with the early risers of the SUH – as well as the
seem to have settled in well. Some of you may
tough job of learning everyone’s name, from the
remember Daron and Alison from before, as
hounds and horses to footies and farmers! With
Daron was previously kennel huntsman a few
summer over, we have been counting down the
years back! Daron grew up surrounded by hunting; days to Opening Meet.
his father was huntsman for the Dulverton West,
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Storming the south

The South of England Hound Show at Ardingly is
always one of the highlights of the summer, and
this year’s show didn’t disappoint. It was Daron’s
first real chance to show the SU hounds, apart
from the annual pre-Ardingly practice show at our
kennels—otherwise known as the Surrey Union
Invitational Hound Show. Seven packs entered our
classes, and the day was a huge success; although
it’s fair to say that our hounds didn’t steal the
show!
It was a different story a week later at Ardingly,

however. Our doghounds in particular stood out,
with Arctic and Agnew coming second in the
unentered couple class, Arctic winning best local
doghound, and Trader placed third in the single
entered local doghound class. We were delighted,
and our name even appeared in the national
press! Congratulations are in order to their
walkers, to Daron, and to Harry who started them
as puppies.
In the hunt relay, the Surrey Union team of Russell
Ingram, Sam Harvey, Catherine Heilbron and Emily
Saunders also did very well, finishing up in second
place overall.
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A winning bid

Above: Some of the Surrey Union members responsible for buying the portrait. R-L: Ed Goodchild, Sarah
Godley, Dean Prior, Jane Williams, Ian Agnew, Michael Loates-Taylor, Catherine Heilbron Hon Sec., Mrs
Katharine Meller.

Hon. Secretary Catherine Heilbron – who is
particularly good at hunting down SU paraphernalia
online – very cleverly spotted a hunting portrait of
Tomasz Zamoyski which had been put up for sale at
John Nicholson’s auctioneers.
Tom was a loyal supporter of the Surrey Union Hunt
for many years, famed for his excellent turnout and
his fondness for talking in Latin.

The Tom Zamoyski Memorial Cup is still in use at the
puppy show, awarded to the best bitch puppy.
A group of Surrey Union supporters very kindly got
together and crowdfunded to ‘save’ the portrait,
which will shortly be joining the Surrey Union family.
It’s yet to be decided where he will ‘live’, but we will
make sure that he is well looked-after.

Leave a lasting legacy
Writing a will can be a difficult task. But not writing
with your existing will. Why would you want to leave
one could end up being even worse than the stress of any money to the hunt? Well, in case it wasn’t an
working out what you’d like to happen to your estate obvious choice, we came up with this jaunty jingle:
if the worst came to the worst. It is estimated that
half of people haven’t written a will at all – which
As you care for horn and hound,
might end up meaning that your entire estate reverts
Please mention 'em in your will
to the government.
Before you go to ground.
Perhaps it goes without saying that the Surrey Union
are always hugely grateful if someone chooses to
remember us in their will – but it can sometimes feel
like it takes an awful lot of effort to make changes
The good news is that it needn’t be that difficult. The
simplest thing to do is to write a codicil and include it

In all seriousness however, we have plenty of plans in
the pipeline to re-develop the Kennels site. But as
optimistic as our plans might be, it sadly boils down
to funding. We know that everyone has plenty of
people vying for their attention. But please do at least
consider us before leaving everything to the RSPCA!!
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Summer at the SUH
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An extract from the Surrey Mirror of 3 May 1895
Surrey Union Hunt Ball
Leatherhead was this year, the scene
of the Surrey Union Hunt Ball, which
passed off on Monday with much
eclat. The choice of the stewards
proved, in all respects, a happy one.
Dorking, Cobham, and other places
within the limits of the hunt, have in
turn been visited, but probably a
larger measure of success attended
this year’s event, a circumstance
which should ensure an early return
to Leatherhead. Many years have
intervened since last the town was
similarly favoured: then the ball was
held at the Swan Hotel. On this
occasion, however, the stewards
decided to test the capabilities of the
Victoria – hitherto the Public – Hall.
The premises, as is well-known, have
lately come into the possession of Mr
Comber, who has brought about a
very pleasing transformation. The
alterations have been extensive, but
the improvement is unmistakable, and
the builder, Mr Skilton, has succeeded
in providing as commodious a hall for
entertainment purposes as could well
be desired.
The hall readily adapts itself to
effective decoration, and this was
manifest on Monday, when Mr
Grantham and his son succeeded in
producing a very pretty display of
colours – the colours of the hunt, pink
and yellow, very appropriately
predominated. Art muslin, with these
colours alternating, gracefully hung
from the roof, and the walls were
similarly draped. It may to some be of
interest to note that no less than
eleven hundred yards of this texture
were used.

Mirrors reflected the picturesqueness of the
scene, and numerous exits were curtained.
Hunting curios were hung upon the walls,
including foxes heads and brushes, recalling
no doubt many pleasant or notable runs.
The four gas stoves with which the hall is
heated were removed, and the recesses
were filled with pot plants, which
considerably heightened the general effect.
The stage, too, looked charming. It was
furnished as a sitting-out room, and the
foreground was a mass of beautiful foliage
from the conservatories of Mr A. Tate,
whose gardener was responsible for the
arrangement. Mr Wickham Noakes and
Miss Moore also very kindly contributed
flowers.
The corridors, which run round three sides
of the hall, and the fourth side, which may
perhaps, be called the reception hall, were
also prettily furnished. The orchestra – the
string band of the Royal Artillery – was
located in the balcony, an arrangement
which proved satisfactory. Unstinted praise
is due to Messrs Grantham for the excellent
results shown, the verdict of all being
undoubtedly a favourable one. The
ballroom, when dancing was at its height,
looked particularly brilliant, the handsome
costumes, and the glitter of the jewels, and
the constant movement being exceedingly
fine. Miss Moore took personal charge of
the catering arrangements, and that this
department was satisfactorily served, needs
no saying. Supper, which was of a recherche
character, was laid in the Tower Hall, which
is very conveniently adapted for a supper
room.
Thank you very much to our hunt Historian
for uncovering this extract. Perhaps next
year’s hunt ball will earn a similar mention
in the Surrey Advertiser!
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A selection of photographs from the Opening Meet
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Diary Dates
Children’s Meet
Saturday 22 December, 11am

Thursley
Christmas Carols
Saturday 22 December, 6.30—9pm
Slades Farm, Bramley. There will be a Christmas Jumper competition, mince pie tasting,
a raffle and a cash bar. £5 on the door.
Boxing Day Meet
Wednesday 26 December, midday
SUH Kennels, Okewood Hill. Please don’t forget a Christmas donation for hunt staff!
SUH Hunt Ball
Saturday 16 February; please email suhinfo@gmail.com for further details on how to
book.

For more information, please visit our website: www.surreyunion.com
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